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SCOTTISH OPERA PRESENTS SPECIALLY CREATED PRODUCTION OF BRITTEN’S ALBERT HERRING AT LAMMERMUIR FESTIVAL THIS SEPTEMBER

This September 5 and 6 at Lammermuir Festival, award-winning Daisy Evans (The Telephone 2020) is 
directing a specially created production of Benjamin Britten and Eric Crozier’s Albert Herring at Haddington’s Corn Exchange. It is then performed alongside Scottish Opera’s production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale at 
Theatre Royal Glasgow and Festival Theatre Edinburgh this October and November, bringing even more opera to Scottish audiences. 

Highlighting the joy and value of community, Britten’s loose adaptation of a Guy de Maupassant short story has become one of the 20th century’s most beloved operatic comedies. This production is full of quirky yet loveable characters and 1990s nostalgia. 

William Cole conducts The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and a cast of singers familiar to Scottish audiences as well as up-and-coming talent. This includes former Scottish Opera Emerging Artist Glen Cunningham (A Midsummer Night’s Dream 2022) as Albert Herring, Susan Bullock (Candide 2022) as Lady Billows and Jamie MacDougall (Marx in London! 2024) as the Mayor, Mr. Upfold. Joining them are the Company’s 2024/25 Emerging Artists Kira Kaplan as Miss Wordsworth, Edward Jowle as PC Budd, Ross Cumming as Sid and Chloe Harris as Nancy, with Sarah Power as Emmie, Audrey Tsang as Cis and Cliona Cassidy as Harry. 

Transforming the venues into the village hall of market town Loxford, designer Kat Heath brings a colourful eye to this heart-warming coming-of-age story that celebrates finding one’s own path in life despite – or perhaps because of – the misadventures along the way. 

Loxford is just as busy with gossip as it is with trade. As Lady Billows organises the annual May Day 
festival, she is alarmed when her housekeeper Florence Pike informs her that not a single young lady is suitably virtuous to be crowned May Queen. The answer is to crown Albert Herring, a shy mother’s boy, as the May King. Albert has not done anything wrong – indeed, he has hardly done anything at all! Suddenly in the spotlight, Albert finds himself at the crossroads between the time-honoured traditions upheld by 
Loxford’s old guard and the freewheeling fun of his fellow youngsters. 

Daisy Evans said: ‘Albert Herring is a celebration of life and living. It celebrates the breaking of social and hierarchical barriers for the good and the joy of community.’ 

Lammermuir Festival’s Artistic Directors Hugh Macdonald and James Waters said: ‘The Lammermuir Festival's ongoing relationship with Scotland's national opera company is something we are immensely proud of. This year, we are delighted that Scottish Opera is bringing Benjamin Britten's charming and
touching village comedy Albert Herring — our second Britten collaboration with them. It's a marvellous way to open our 15th festival and we're particularly pleased that it will be our first ever event in Haddington's 
historic Corn Exchange, opened 170 years ago and recently refurbished.’
 
Those who wish to discover more about how Albert Herring was created can attend Pre-show Talks in Glasgow and Edinburgh, which delve into the detail of the opera. Tickets are free but should be booked in advance. Audience members with a visual impairment can enjoy the full opera experience at Audio-
described performances, which have a live commentary describing the action on stage without 
compromising the music. At these performances, there are also free Touch Tours of the set, and a live audio introduction before the start of the performance. 

Albert Herring is supported by The Scottish Opera Endowment Trust. 

Tickets for Albert Herring are on sale now at www.scottishopera.org.uk/shows/albert-herring/ 


Albert Herring creative team

Conductor			William Cole  
Director			Daisy Evans  
Designer			Kat Heath
Lighting Designer		Jake Wiltshire 

Albert Herring cast 

Albert Herring			Glen Cunningham
Lady Billows			Susan Bullock 
Florence Pike			Jane Monari 
Miss Wordsworth		Kira Kaplan*
Mr Gedge, the Vicar		Francis Church  
Mr Upfold, the Mayor		Jamie MacDougall  
PC Budd 			Edward Jowle*
Sid				Ross Cumming*
Nancy				Chloe Harris*
Mrs Herring			Christine Sjölander  
Emmie				Sarah Power  
Cis                                          Audrey Tsang
Harry				Cliona Cassidy 

*Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024/25 

Performance Diary 
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Lammermuir Festival, Corn Exchange, Haddington 
5 & 6 September 2024, 7.30pm 
More information is available at www.lammermuirfestival.co.uk 

Theatre Royal Glasgow 
18 October, 7.15pm 
22 October, 7.15pm (Audio-described performance, with Pre-show talk and Touch Tour at 6pm) 

Festival Theatre Edinburgh
13 November, 7.15pm (Audio-described performance, with Pre-show talk and Touch Tour at 6pm)

-ENDS-
www.scottishopera.org.uk 
You can follow Scottish Opera on X, Facebook, Instagram, You Tube and Tik-Tok @ScottishOpera 

Notes to Editors
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary. 
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. Recent accolades include an International Opera Award 2023 Nomination for Il trittico, a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico. 
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities. 
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances. 
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer and OperaVision. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish. 

Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions have been presented by co-producer Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar was in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico can be seen in Cardiff in October 2024.

Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera performed our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024. It just performed Ainadamar, which is also being presented by The Metropolitan Opera in New York this autumn. In spring 2025, Breaking the Waves opens at Houston Grand Opera in a co-production of Houston Grand Opera, Opera Ventures, Scottish Opera, Théâtre National de l’Opéra Comique, and Adelaide Festival that began life in Scotland. 

In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale was performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.

Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.
[image: http://sentpressrelease.com/pressrelease/image/111220/TmV3IFNjb3R0aXNoIEdvdmVybm1lbnQgTG9nby5wbmc=] 
The Lammermuir Festival was founded in 2010, based on a conviction that historic architecture and 
beautiful landscape are the ideal environment in which to experience great music and music-making. In 2017 it was the recipient of the prestigious Royal Philharmonic Society Award for Festivals and Concert Series. 2024 marks the 15th festival.  Artistic Directors are Hugh Macdonald and James Waters, and its patron is pianist, Steven Osborne. The 2024 Lammermuir Festival is supported by Creative Scotland, Event Scotland and East Lothian Council.

For additional press details please contact the Scottish Opera press office: 
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
For Lammermuir Festival please contact: 
Susie Gray, Premier Communications, 07834 073795, Susie.Gray@premiercomms.com
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