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SCOTTISH OPERA’S OPERA HIGHLIGHTS TOURS TO 24 COMMUNITIES THIS JANUARY TO MARCH 2025 

Tickets are now on sale for the playful new production of Scottish Opera’s Opera Highlights, which explores and celebrates Scotland’s rich landscape. It hits the road from 25 January until 22 March, visiting 24 
communities across the country. 

Performing in this one-of-a-kind show, created specifically for Scottish Opera each season, are 
2024/25 Emerging Artists soprano Kira Kaplan, mezzo-soprano Chloe Harris and baritone Ross 
Cumming, currently seen by audiences in the Company’s five-star production of Britten’s Albert Herring. They are joined by tenor Robert Forrest, making his Company debut. Accompanying the singers on piano is Music Director Joseph Beesley.

The cast travels to Cumbernauld, Kelso, Langholm, Clydebank, Tain, Fochabers, Midmar, Troon, 
Stranraer, Peebles, Mid Yell, Lerwick, Killin, Craignish, Strontian, Dunoon, Castlebay, Tarbert, Ullapool, Durness, Thurso, Campbeltown, Anstruther, and Dundee.

The director is Rebecca Meltzer, who last worked with Scottish Opera as Assistant Director on the award-winning production of Puccini’s ll trittico in 2023, and designs are by Kenneth MacLeod, who won the 2024 UK Theatre Award for Best Design for the National Theatre of Scotland’s production of Dracula: Mina’s Reckoning. 


The playlist cleverly combines a fabulous collection of much-loved classics with a treasure trove of lesser-known pieces. These include music from Beethoven’s Fidelio, Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Bizet’s The Pearl Fishers, Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Handel’s Ariodante, Rossini’s Les soirées musicales alongside an aria from Hamlet by French composer Ambroise Thomas. 

This production features longer excerpts of operas than in previous Opera Highlights productions, mainly sung in English or in an English translation. These operatic snapshots are curated for the first time by Fiona 
MacSherry, Scottish Opera’s Head of Music. In Rebecca Meltzer’s production they form vignettes taking place at the country’s many varied train stations, and these are places of greetings and goodbyes, reunions and setting off on new adventures, where all walks of life can coexist and interact equally.

Director Rebecca Meltzer said: ‘I’m thrilled to be presenting the next Opera Highlights tour which places Scottish heritage and culture at its heart. Through the course of the performance, we invite you to join us on a journey across Scotland, encountering the lives, loves and losses of an array of different characters. A range of exciting operatic extracts, the majority of which are performed in English, allow the audience to 
explore the breadth of human experience, as exhibited in the lives of those who come and go from the platform of one of Scotland’s many railway stations.’

While on tour with Opera Highlights, Scottish Opera is running 11 school and four community workshops in Tain, Fochabers, Troon, Stranraer, Lerwick, Mid Yell, Oban, Castlebay, Tarbert, Ullapool, Thurso, Anstruther, and Dundee. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Entitled ‘How to stage an opera’, these free, interactive sessions are led by theatre-maker Flora Emily 
Thomson, and those attending will learn about the process of powerful storytelling through opera, using scenes from Opera Highlights tour as inspiration. 

Together with the show’s Music Director and two singers, Emily will explore how music can illustrate dramatic context on stage, and the mechanics of staging and directing scenes from an opera. Participants learn how singers use their voices and stage techniques to generate atmosphere and create mood to develop character, and how basic props can support the time, location and even the weather in which the story is unfolding. These sessions, lasting approximately one hour, are open to all ages, and no previous experience is required. Kindly supported by The McGlashan Charitable Trust. 

Opera Highlights is kindly supported by Friends of Scottish Opera.  

Tickets are on sale now at www.scottishopera.org.uk/shows/opera-highlights-2025/ 

Details of ‘How to stage an opera’ sessions are available at www.scottishopera.org.uk/shows/how-to-stage-an-opera/ 
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Opera Highlights cast and creative team

Music Director/Pianist		Joseph Beesley.
Director			Rebecca Meltzer
Designer			Kenneth MacLeod

Soprano			Kira Kaplan*
Mezzo-soprano		Chloe Harris*
Tenor				Robert Forrest
Baritone			Ross Cumming*

*Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024/25 

Performance Diary 

Saturday 25 January, Cumbernauld Theatre at Lanternhouse, 7pm
Tuesday 28 January, Tait Hall, Kelso, 7pm 
Thursday 30 January, The Buccleuch Centre, Langholm, 7pm
Saturday 1 February, Clydebank Town Hall, 7pm
Tuesday 4 February, Duthac Centre, Tain, 7pm 
Thursday 6 February, Fochabers Public Institute, 7pm
Saturday 8 February, Midmar Public Hall, 7pm 
Tuesday 11 February, Walker Hall, Troon, 7pm 
Thursday 13 February, The Ryan Centre, Stranraer, 7pm 
Saturday 15 February, Eastgate Theatre, Peebles, 7pm 
Thursday 20 February, Mid Yell Public Hall, 6.30pm 
Saturday 22 February, Mareel, Lerwick, 7pm 
Tuesday 25 February, McLaren Hall, Killin, 7pm
Thursday 27 February, Craignish Village Hall, 7pm 
Saturday 1 March, The Sunart Centre, Strontian, 7pm 
Tuesday 4 March, Queen’s Hall, Dunoon, 7pm
Thursday 6 March, Castlebay School Theatre, 6.30pm
Saturday 8 March,Tarbert Community Centre, 7pm 
Tuesday 11 March, Macphail Centre, Ullapool, 7pm 
Thursday 13 March, Durness Village Hall, 7pm 
Saturday 15 March, Thurso High School, 7pm 
Tuesday 18 March, Victoria Hall, Campbeltown, 7pm 
Thursday 20 March, Anstruther Town Hall, 7pm 
Saturday 22 March, Dundee Rep Theatre, 7.30pm 

‘How to stage an opera’ sessions 

Duthac Centre, Tain 
Tuesday 4 February, 1.30pm

Mareel Theatre, Lerwick
Friday 21 February, 6pm 

Sir E. Scott Primary School, Tarbert
Saturday 8 March, 1.30pm 

Dundee Rep Theatre
Saturday 22 March, 1.30pm 
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You can follow Scottish Opera on X, Facebook, Instagram, You Tube and Tik-Tok @ScottishOpera 

Notes to Editors
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary. 
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. 
Recent accolades include an International Opera Award 2023 Nomination for Il trittico, a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company also won Outstanding achievement in Opera at the Critics’ Circle Awards 2023, for its production of Il trittico.
The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico. 
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities. 
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances. 
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer and OperaVision. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish. 

Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions have been presented by co-producer Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar was in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico can be seen in Cardiff in October 2024.

Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera performed our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024. It just performed Ainadamar, which was also presented by The Metropolitan Opera in New York this autumn. In spring 2025, Breaking the Waves opens at Houston Grand Opera in a co-production of Houston Grand Opera, Opera Ventures, Scottish Opera, Théâtre National de l’Opéra Comique, and Adelaide Festival that began life in Scotland. 

In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale was performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.

Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact the Scottish Opera press office: 
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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