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SCOTTISH OPERA WELCOMES SEVEN EMERGING ARTISTS FOR THE 2024/25 SEASON

A talented group of Emerging Artists joins Scottish Opera for the 2024/25 Season: soprano Kira Kaplan, mezzo-soprano Chloe Harris, baritone Ross Cumming (returning for a second Season), bass-baritone Edward Jowle, repetiteurs José Javier Ucendo Malo (also returning) and Meghan Rhoades, and costume trainee Beatrix Booth. 

The Scottish Opera Emerging Artists programme, launched in 2009, offers young talent a period of full-time work with the Company to help launch their careers. They have opportunities to perform with Scottish Opera in live productions throughout the Season as well as work in-house with staff and visiting coaches to develop their skills.

The Emerging Artists singers perform in a number of this Season’s productions and tours, and in recitals at the University of St Andrews and University of Glasgow. They are supported by Scottish Opera’s Emerging Artist Benefactors, and Elizabeth Salvesen. 

Initially set up to nurture outstanding young singers, the programme also includes positions for a repetiteur and a costume trainee. Previous Emerging Artists include soprano Jennifer France, baritone Ben McAteer, repetiteur Jonathon Swinard, and composers Gareth Williams and Lliam Paterson. 

Fiona MacSherry, Head of Music at Scottish Opera said: ‘I am delighted to welcome our new Emerging Artist repetiteur, Meghan Rhoades. Meghan will be joining Javier Ucendo who returns for a second year.

‘They have interesting and challenging repertoire to tackle this season. Javier is currently working on Don Pasquale. Meghan will start with The Puccini Collection, and then it’s all hands on deck as they are both involved in the incredibly complicated The Makropulos Affair. Thereafter, Meghan will work on The Strauss Collection. At the end of the Season, we will all be involved in The Merry Widow, Trial by Jury and A Matter of Misconduct! An exciting year ahead for their development!’ 

Sarah-Jane Davies, Head of Casting at Scottish Opera said: ‘I am thrilled to welcome Kira Kaplan, Chloe Harris and Edward Jowle to our Emerging Artist programme, along with Ross Cumming, who is returning for a second Season. Audiences have already seen them in our specially created production of Albert Herring, alongside former Emerging Artist, Glen Cunningham, with another performance in Edinburgh to come. 

‘Kira, Ross and Edward are currently involved in Don Pasquale covering roles and appearing in Access performances. They all have the wonderful opportunity to be in the cast of the double-bill of Trial by Jury and the world premiere of A Matter of Misconduct! Kira, Chloe and Ross will be going on the road with Opera Highlights next year, so they have many interesting projects ahead of them this Season.’ 

Lorna Price, Head of Costume at Scottish Opera said: ‘Beatrix Booth was the successful Costume Emerging Artist for the 2024/25 Season. Bea originally trained in Fashion Design and applied for the position last season; we invited her to come and complete a couple of weeks of work experience with us as we were interested in her application, and wanted to help her move forward  in her pursuit of a career in the Costume Industry.

‘Upon our recommendation, Bea then went on to study at the Northern College of Costume in York to gain training in making bespoke historical costumes. Bea reapplied for the EA position this year and we were very happy with her progress. Her skills and knowledge of historical dress and costume techniques had much improved, and we are confident that she will gain greatly from the Scottish Opera training programme. We look forward to working with Bea over the next 12 months.’

Biographies

American soprano Kira Kaplan, hailed for her ‘youthful allure and charming tone’ and ‘vocal power’, was a Global Talent Young Artist with the National Opera Studio working closely with and performing at ENO, Scottish Opera, WNO, Opera North, the Royal Opera, and Glyndebourne. She recently garnered attention as the top grant recipient and winner of the Career Bridges Grant Competition. She is a three-time Regional Finalist and District Winner of the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Council Auditions and the First Place Winner of the Artist Division in the 2022 Camille Coloratura Competition. As a 2021-2023 Boston Opera Institute Young Artist, roles included title role Alcina, Emily Webb Our Town, Fiordiligi Così fan tutte, and Diana If I Were You. Previously performed roles include Madame Herz Impresario, Le Feu L’enfant et les sortilèges, and Anne Truelove The Rake’s Progress. Former Young Artist engagements include work with Finger Lakes Opera (Tomita Young Artist), Brevard Music Center (Janiec Young Artist), Hawaii Performing Arts Festival, Ohio Light Opera, and Villa Nigra Opera Festival. In 2022 she made her Symphony Hall debut as the soprano soloist in the Brahms Requiem as well as the soprano soloist in Carmina Burana (Rhode Island Civic Chorale and Orchestra). 

This Season at Scottish Opera, Kira will perform the roles of Miss Wordsworth in Albert Herring, The Plaintiff in Trial by Jury, Sylvia Lawless in A Matter of Misconduct!, and is one of the cast members of the Opera Highlights tour in 2025. 

Australian mezzo-soprano Chloe Harris is a graduate of the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music and the Royal Academy of Music opera school. Opera roles include Baba the Turk in The Rake’s Progress, Marcellina in Le nozze di Figaro, Clarina in Il cambiale di matrimonio, Public Opinion in Orphée aux enfers, and The Second Fairy in the world premiere of The Selfish Giant.

In Australia, Chloe is an Associate Artist through Melbourne Opera’s Richard Divall Emerging Artists Programme and was a Melba Opera Trust Artist. In 2023, she received the Opera Foundation for young Australians Lady Galleghan London Award, and Help Musicians Sybil Tutton Opera Award. 

Chloe was an Alvarez Young Artist with Garsington Opera this year, performing in the chorus and covering Marcellina for their production of Le nozze di Figaro, performing Marcellina in the OperaFirst performance, and covering the Moon Queen in A Trip to the Moon.

This Season at Scottish Opera, Chloe will perform the roles of Nancy in Albert Herring, Cherry Penistone in A Matter of Misconduct, Counsel of the Plaintiff in Trial by Jury, and is one of the cast members of the Opera Highlights 2025 tour. 

Ross Cumming is a baritone originally from the northeast of Scotland. He completed his MMus in Opera Studies at the RCS Alexander Gibson Opera Studio, where he studied under Scott Johnson. A music graduate of the University of Aberdeen, Ross also studied at the RNCM, achieving a Distinction in his Vocal Studies Masters. In 2023 he was awarded the Basil Turner Prize awarded by the Toni V. Fell Trust, having previously won the Bessie Crenshaw/Frost Brownson Song Cycle Competition. He was a Young Artist at Buxton Opera Festival. He has performed Bach St John Passion (Cumbria Opera Festival) and has also sung with The Sixteen, The Dunedin Consort, and Voces8.

His previous appearances at Scottish Opera include Marchese d’Obigny La traviata, Opera Highlights Spring 2024, Father Hansel & Gretel, Fiorello / Officer and cover and Access Figaro The Barber of Seville, First Shepherd Daphne.

Operatic engagements include: Junius The Rape of Lucretia and Pilgrim Pilgrim’s Progress (both British Youth Opera); Johann Werther (Grange Park); Amonaroso Aida (Opera Festival Scotland); title role Don Giovanni (ALLO Opera); Forester The Cunning Little Vixen (RNCM); Kilan Der Freischütz (Random Opera); Siroco L’etoile, President A Feast in a Time of Plague, Krumpelblatt Four Sisters (RCS).
This Season, Ross is singing the roles of Sid in Albert Herring, Foreman of the Jury in Trial by Jury, Roger Penistone in A Matter of Misconduct!, and is one of the Opera Highlights 2025 tour cast members.

Bass-baritone Edward Jowle grew up in Derbyshire and is a graduate of the Royal College of Music Opera Studio. He is a former Emerging Artist with English Touring Opera and Longborough Festival Opera, a Samling Artist, and an alumnus of the the Verbier Festival Atelier Lirique. A prize-winner of the 2021 Cesti Competition, he was also a finalist in the 2021 Kathleen Ferrier Awards and the winner of the 2022 Somerset Song Prize. He made his debut at the Royal Albert Hall in 2022 and will appear as Colline in a new film of La bohème, adapted and directed by Robin Norton-Hale. 

Operatic engagements include: Schaunard La bohème, Snout/Coridon The Fairy Queen (Longborough Festival Opera); Emireno Ottone, Gubetta Lucrezia Borgia, Lesbo Agrippina, cover Achilla Giulio Cesare, cover Nick Shadow The Rake’s Progress (English Touring Opera); Colline La bohème (Verbier Festival); Guglielmo Così fan tutte (Diva Opera); Papageno Die Zauberflöte, Garibaldo Rodelinda, Steward Flight (RCM).

This Season, Edward performs the roles of PC Budd in Albert Herring, the Usher in Trial by Jury, Hugo Cheeseman in A Matter of Misconduct! and Stage technician/doctor in The Makropulos Affair. 

José Javier Ucendo Malo is a recent graduate of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland Opera School and the Estonian Music Academy. He was a Britten-Pears Young Artist 2022/23. He combines his work as accompanist and coach at the RCS with a busy freelance schedule, including Grange Park Opera (Falstaff, Otello and most recently Werther in 2023) and the Royal Danish National Opera (La bohème, Un ballo in maschera, and Don Giovanni) among others. As collaborative pianist, he has also participated in Oxford Lieder, Westbourne Concert Series, the National Youth Choir of Scotland and the Scottish Opera Showcases. He was recognised as student with the Elgar-Spedding Lieder Prize, the Sam Hutchings Accompanist Fellowship, the Alex Menzies Accompanist Prize, and James Geddes Bursary for Repetiteurs. At Scottish Opera he has been a repetiteur for the mainstage productions of The Barber of Seville, Marx in London!, and La traviata as well as playing the piano in The Orchestra of Scottish Opera for Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival.

American pianist Meghan Rhoades was an Opera Studies student at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. While there, Meghan served as a rehearsal pianist and vocal coach for Handel's Alcina, Stephen McNeff's A Star Next to the Moon, and the Autumn and Summer Opera Scenes showcases. Meghan served as a repetiteur for La bohème (Music Academy of the West) and A Little Night Music (Louisiana State University), Music Director for Amahl and the Night Visitors (Music On Site), and rehearsal pianist and vocal  coach for Die Zauberflöte (2022 Trentino Music Festival).

Beatrix Booth is a young costume maker from East Lothian, with training in fashion design and historical costume making.  She initially graduated from Heriot-Watt University with a first class degree in fashion design. Following a short work placement with Scottish Opera, which she loved, she was encouraged to attend the Northern College of Costume to expand her knowledge and technical skills. Here she found her passion, completing the course in historical costume making for theatre and then immediately applying to the Scottish Opera Emerging Artists scheme for the Costume Trainee position. Before finding out she had been accepted, she undertook a work placement at Leeds Playhouse working on a production of My Fair Lady and worked as a crowd costume assistant on an episode of ITV’s Vera.  
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PHOTO: Scottish Opera Emerging Artists (l to r) Chloe Harris, José Javier Ucendo Malo, Beatrix Booth, Meghan Rhoades, Ross Cumming, Kira Kaplan and Edward Jowle. Credit Julie Howden.  

Notes to Editors
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary. 
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. 
Recent accolades include an International Opera Award 2023 Nomination for Il trittico, a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company also won Outstanding achievement in Opera at the Critics’ Circle Awards 2023, for its production of Il trittico.
The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico. 
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities. 
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances. 
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer and OperaVision. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions have been presented by co-producer Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar was in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico was performed in Cardiff in October 2024.

Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera performed our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024. It just performed Ainadamar, which is also being presented by The Metropolitan Opera in New York this autumn. In spring 2025, Breaking the Waves opens at Houston Grand Opera in a co-production of Houston Grand Opera, Opera Ventures, Scottish Opera, Théâtre National de l’Opéra Comique, and Adelaide Festival that began life in Scotland. 

In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale was performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.

For additional press details please contact:
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk   

Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.
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