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Press Release

4 September 2023 
SIR THOMAS ALLEN’S MUCH-LOVED PRODUCTION OF ROSSINI’S THE BARBER OF SEVILLE TOURS TO GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, INVERNESS AND ABERDEEN

Sir Thomas Allen’s riotous production of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, designed by Simon Higlett, opens on 17 October at Theatre Royal Glasgow. First seen in 2007, this delightful comedy tours to Edinburgh, Inverness and Aberdeen. 
Scottish Opera Music Director, Stuart Stratford, conducts Samuel Dale Johnson (Eugene Onegin and Pagliacci 2018) as the titular barber, with Anthony Gregory (Anthropocene 2019) and Simone McIntosh (making her Company debut) as the lovelorn Count Almaviva and Rosina. Also joining the cast are David Stout (Nixon in China 2020) as Doctor Bartolo, John Molloy (A Midsummer Night’s Dream 2022) as Don Basilio and two of Scottish Opera’s current Emerging Artists, Inna Husieva and Ross Cumming, as Berta and Fiorello. 
This revival, with a translation by Amanda Holden (Falstaff 2021), tells the story of barber and fixer, Figaro, who is enlisted by Count Almaviva to woo the beautiful Rosina. However, he first has to deal with Rosina’s guardian Doctor Bartolo who keeps her under lock and key with the intent of marrying her himself.
Director Sir Thomas Allen, who last worked with the Company on Don Giovanni in 2022, and The Magic Flute in 2019 said: ‘We perform this revival of Rossini’s great masterpiece, The Barber of Seville, in the English language rather than Italian. The comedy is brilliant, of course, and the plan is that we get as much from it as we can. Originally a great play by Beaumarchais, singing it in English allows the cast to relish the great fun of the piece. As with all revivals, we shall see what we took as our scheme from the beginning, but a completely new cast brings a new dimension, a new chemistry to the occasion and I’m looking forward to seeing it more fresh than ever.’ 
Scottish Opera General Director, Alex Reedijk said: ‘As we head into autumn, it’s a pleasure to welcome back Sir Thomas Allen, one of the greats of the world opera stage and indeed, our President, to revive this eloquent and beautifully observed production of The Barber of Seville. Rossini’s master comedy has been warmly enjoyed by our audiences over the years. It’s one of those operas, where even if you haven’t seen it before, the character of Figaro feels like a great friend whose company you love, so we are delighted to kick off our 2023/24 Season with this production, with all its musical prowess and theatrical charm.’ 
The production, supported by The Scottish Opera Syndicate, is a traditional, truthful piece of storytelling moulded by the masterly hands of renowned baritone Sir Thomas Allen, who brings a wealth of experience performing the opera to his role as director. Set amongst the bright colours of southern Spain with an 18-strong male chorus, period styling, a witty libretto and Rossini’s typically glorious music, The Barber of Seville is a cheerful, fast-paced production that is sure to charm Scottish audiences.

This Season, Scottish Opera is also offering Access Performances of The Barber of Seville in Glasgow and Edinburgh. With Dementia Friendly values at their core, these shortened performances are open to all. Performed by a full cast and orchestra, they also feature a narrator to take you through the story and introduce the music from the opera. There are wheelchair spaces and extra staff on hand to help. There is also a smaller capacity to allow everyone space, and brighter lighting levels in the auditorium, giving audiences the flexibility and freedom to move about as required.
Those who wish to discover more about how the production was created can attend The Barber of Seville Pre-show Talks, which delve into the detail of the opera. Tickets are free but should be booked in advance. Audience members with a visual impairment can enjoy the full opera experience at Audio-described performances, which have a live commentary describing the action on stage without compromising the music. There are also free Touch Tours of the set, and a live audio introduction before the start of the performance. 

-ENDS-

You can follow Scottish Opera on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, You Tube and Tik-Tok @ScottishOpera www.scottishopera.org.uk
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Performance diary 

 
Theatre Royal Glasgow 
17, 20, 25 & 28 October 2023, 7.15pm 
22 October, 3pm  
Access The Barber of Seville 27 October, 3pm (Audio-described)
Pre-show talk 25 October, 6pm 
Audio-described performance 28 October, 7.15pm with Touch Tour from 6pm – 6.30pm 
 
Festival Theatre Edinburgh 
3, 8 & 11 November 2023, 7.15pm 
5 November, 3pm  
Access The Barber of Seville 9 November, 3pm (Audio-described)
Pre-show talk 8 November, 6pm 

Audio-described performance 11 November, 7.15pm with Touch Tour from 6pm – 6.30pm
 
Eden Court Inverness 
16 & 18 November 2023, 7.15pm 

Pre-show talk 18 November, 6pm 

Audio-described performance 18 November, 7.15pm with Touch Tour from 6pm – 6.30pm 
 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen 
23 & 25 November 2023, 7.15pm 

Pre-show talk 25 November, 6pm 
Audio-described performance 25 November, 7.15pm with Touch Tour from 6pm – 6.30pm 
Notes to Editors

Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary.
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico.
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities.
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances.
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish.

Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions are presented by Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar is in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico can be seen in Cardiff in June 2024.

Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera perform our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024 (having just presented Ainadamar). In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale is performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.
Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact: Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk   
