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Press Release

25 March 2024 
SIR DAVID MCVICAR’S PRODUCTION OF

 LA TRAVIATA BY VERDI TOURS TO GLASGOW, INVERNESS, ABERDEEN AND EDINBURGH THIS SUMMER 
Audiences in Glasgow, Inverness, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh have the chance to experience a revival of world-renowned director Sir David McVicar’s (Il trittico 2023) treasured production of Giuseppe Verdi’s La traviata this summer. Opening at Theatre Royal Glasgow on 8 May, this passionate staging began life at Scottish Opera in 2008 and has frequently been seen at the houses of co-producers Teatro Real Madrid, Gran Teatre del Liceu Barcelona, and Welsh National Opera. It brings the Company’s 61st Season to a sumptuous close.
Soprano Hye-Youn Lee performs Violetta – one of her signature roles – in Scotland for the first time.  Hye-Youn has appeared, to great acclaim, in numerous productions with the Company including in 2023’s Carmen as Micaëla and in the title role of Daphne, Donna Anna in Don Giovanni in 2022, Madame Mao in 2019’s Nixon in China, and Mimi in 2017’s La bohème. La traviata is conducted by Scottish Opera Music Director Stuart Stratford.
The first-rate cast is a fine balance of international stars and homegrown talent, with the role of the courtesan’s lover Alfredo sung by Ji-Min Park in his Scottish Opera debut. He is joined by Phillip Rhodes (Carmen 2023) as Giorgio Germont, Nicholas Lester (Nixon in China 2019) as Baron Douphol, and Scottish Opera’s current Associate and Emerging Artists, Lea Shaw, Monwabisi Lindi and Ross Cumming. 
Reviving the original production is Director Leo Castaldi, with Andrew George as Choreographer and Sirena Tocco as Assistant Choreographer. Set during the Belle Époque, the luscious designs of this gripping Verdi tragedy are by Tanya McCallin with Lighting by Jennifer Tipton, revived here by Robert B. Dickson. 
Violetta Valéry lives on borrowed time. In the hedonistic social scene of late 19th century Paris, she squeezes each day for its joys before her illness catches up with her. When the idealistic young Alfredo offers true love, happiness seems possible – but her past has exacted a price. 
La traviata has inspired countless retellings, including cult favourite films Pretty Woman and Moulin Rouge! Verdi’s iconic opera is one of the most popular in the world, and with its host of famous songs including ‘Brindisi’ (‘The Drinking Song’), featuring a full chorus and dancers, and Violetta’s moving aria ‘Sempre libera’ (‘Always free’), it is an ideal introduction to those not familiar with the artform. McVicar’s production gets to the core of this tale of doomed love, finding a heartbreakingly human story in the midst of decadent high society.
Scottish Opera Music Director Stuart Stratford said: ‘La traviata is as direct and shocking for us today as when it was premiered in 1853. Not concerned with gods or royalty, the story is about ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. Verdi is at the height of his musical and dramatic powers, and has unparalleled control of his forces. He expertly crafts the details and plot of the story, but gives space for unforgettable arias and ensembles which seem frozen in dramatic, and characterise this opera as being surely one of the greatest in the operatic canon.’
Those who wish to discover more about how La traviata was created can attend Pre-show Talks, which delve into the detail of the opera. Tickets are free but should be booked in advance. Audience members with a visual impairment can enjoy the full opera experience at Audio-described performances, which have a live commentary describing the action on stage without compromising the music. There are also free Touch Tours of the set, and a live audio introduction before the start of the performance. 

There are also two Access performances of La traviata, in Glasgow and Edinburgh, kindly supported by Scottish Opera’s Education Angels. With Dementia Friendly values at their core, these shortened performances are open to all. Performed by a full cast and orchestra, they also feature a presenter to introduce the story, characters, and music. There are wheelchair spaces and extra staff on hand to help. There is also a smaller capacity to allow everyone space, and brighter lighting levels in the auditorium, giving you the flexibility and freedom to move about as required.
Tickets for La traviata, which is supported by Scottish Opera’s ‘Play a Supporting Role’ Appeal, can be booked at www.scottishopera.org.uk/shows/la-traviata/ 
-ENDS-

You can follow Scottish Opera on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, You Tube and Tik-Tok @ScottishOpera www.scottishopera.org.uk
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Performance diary 
Theatre Royal Glasgow

8,10,14,16 & 18 May 2024, 7.15pm

12 May 2024, 3pm (Matinee)

Pre-show talk, 16 May, 6pm 
Access Performance, 17 May, 3pm (Matinee) 
Audio described performance, 18 May, 7.15pm (Touch Tour at 6pm) 

Eden Court Inverness

23 & 25 May 2024, 7.15pm 
Pre-show talk, 25 May, 6pm 
Audio described performance, 25 May, 7.15pm (Touch Tour at 6pm) 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen

30 May & 1 June 2024, 7.15pm
Pre-show talk, 1 June, 6pm 

Audio described performance, 1 June, 7.15pm (Touch Tour at 6pm) 
Festival Theatre Edinburgh

7,11,13 & 15 June 2024, 7.15pm

9 June 2024, 3pm (Matinee) 
Pre-show talk, 13 June, 6pm 

Access Performance, 14 June, 3pm (Matinee) 
Audio described performance, 15 June, 7.15pm (Touch Tour at 6pm) 
Notes to Editors

Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary.
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico.
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities.
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances.
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish.

Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions are presented by Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar was in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico can be seen in Cardiff in June 2024.
Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera perform our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024 (having just presented Ainadamar). In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale is performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.
Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.

[image: image2.png]4 Scottish Government
-



 
For additional press details please contact: Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk   
